
Student Assistance Program 

A Guide for Parents  

and Families 

The Pennsylvania Department of 

Education (PDE) does not dis-

criminate in its educational pro-

grams, activities, or employment 

practices, based on race, color, 

national origin, sex, sexual orien-

tation, disability, age, religion, 

ancestry, union membership, or 

any other legally protected cate-

gory.   

Announcement of this policy is in 

accordance with  State law in-

cluding the Pennsylvania Human 

Relations Act and with Federal 

law, including Title VI of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the 

Education Amendments of 1972, 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 

Act of 1973, the Age Discrimina-

tion in Employment Act of 1967, 

and the Americans with Disabili-

ties Act of 1990.   

 

Greater Nanticoke Area  

School District 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania  

Departments of  

Education, Health, and Public 

Welfare 

 The GNA SAP Team 

Contact Information 

 

If you are interested in receiving 

help for your child, call your child’s school and 

ask to speak with a member of the SAP team. 

K.M. Smith Elementary (570) 735-3740 

Kennedy Elementary :  (570) 735-6450 

Elementary Center :  (570) 735-1320 

 

GNA SAP Members   

Grades K-2 

 

 Mr. Gorham, Kennedy Elementary/

K.M.Smith Principal 

 Dr. Brill, School Psychologist 

 Ms.  Perhacs, School Counselor 

 Ms. Dembowski, Elementary Teacher 

 Mrs. Huber, Elementary Teacher 

 Mrs. Mendrzycki,  Elementary Teacher 

 Mrs. Litchkofski, Special Education Teacher 

 Mrs. Richards, CSBBH Team Member 

 Community Service Liaisons 



Is your child  

demonstrating any of  

these behaviors?? 

 
 Defying Authority at home 

and/or school 

 Aggressive behavior 

 Lying 

 Sudden decrease in grades/
quality of work 

 Cheating 

 Fear/Anxiety 

 Irritability 

 Unexplained physical injuries 

 Depressed 

 Talking about suicide 

 Withdrawing from family, 
friends, and/or school 

 

Are you concerned about 

your child’s reaction to: 

 Recent death of a loved one 

 Divorce of parents 

 Family relocation 

 Other traumatic event(s) 

What is the  

Student Assistance Program? 

 In PA, every school district  is 

required to have a plan for identi-

fying and assisting students who 

experience “barriers to learning”.   

 The SAP team, made up of  

school staff and community liai-

sons, is available to help you ac-

cess school and community ser-

vices for your child. 

 We do NOT diagnose or treat 

your child.  Rather, we will pro-

vide you with information; you 

make the choices. 

 You are a part of our team.  Our 

goal is to help your child succeed 

in school. 

How does my child become 

involved in the program? 

 Teacher referral 

 Any school staff member referral 

 Friend/Family member referral 

 Student /Peer referral 

 

What steps do I take once my 

child has been referred to the 

program? 

 

1. Know that your child was re-

ferred because someone is 

concerned about observable 

changes they are seeing in 

your child. 

2. The SAP team will request 

that you sign a permission 

form for your child to become 

involved in the program. 

3. If you feel you need more in-

formation before making a 

decision, please let your SAP 

team know by calling the 

school. 

4. If you do not sign the permis-

sion form, the SAP team will 

not become involved.   

5. Once you sign the permission 

form, the SAP team will col-

laborate with you and provide 

suggestions to help your child 

with his/her struggles. 


